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Cuba Conflict

No*“Sof U. S. Polic}'f“
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On New \ecu % Day 1t Wil
be four “Fears since” Fidel
Castro swepl into Hdvana to

complete his uest ol
Cuba. ;
Few, il any,

then antici-
pated that the
fate of that

fr

"t h e
Unifed States
would become
a touchstone
not” enly of g
Ameucan pol-

iey in "this
hemisphere but of the 1ai’£’e§
Iast-West conflict between
the: United States and the
Soviet Union.

Foday, as the anniversary
neacrs, .that confliet remains.
And Castro’s Cuba remains
Communist. It is not a mem-
ber of the Warsaw Pact, a
military alliance, but Soviet
Premier
shehev has said he will not
abandon it.
been any change in Castro’s
vow to use Cuhba as a base to
Castroize all of Latin Amer-
1Ca.

In recenlt weeks, since
Khrushehev pulled his mis-
siles and bombers out of
Cuba, the conflict between
Washington and Havana has
appeared to abate. In fact,
this was because President
Kennedy through his brother,
Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy, sought to win free-
dom for the men who were
captured in the Bay of Pigs
fiasco of April, 1961.
© Whether the United States
should have paid this ransom
will be a matter of debate
and disagreement for a long

time. Even if the U. 8. Gov-

ernmeftt Td Not directly put
any cash mto hesTansom, the
Government was_the driving
force in the whole affair. Be

Nikjta S. Khru-.

Nor has there -

>
tical support and the private
contributors who put up the
food, meditine and medical
mpp]wq will have part of the
cost written off their Federal
tax bills.

The ransony deal now is a
fact. Perhaps, t0o, sonie or all
of the 20 or 23 Americans
Castro holds will be freed. If
so, that may mean more ran-
som. Whatever the niceties
of the whole deal, the U. S.
Government

Once the prisoner ransom
affair is ended, and that
should be soon, U, S.-Cuban
relations will revert io the
status quo ‘ante. That is, they
will revert to the period of
open hostility and  lack - of
diplomatic and other rela-
tions which existed prior to
Khrushchev's missile - plant-
ing altempt.

At that time the United
States was preparing to
tighten the economic squeeze
on Castro with new trade
regulationy. These were held

while the naval blockade
was enforced during
crisis with Moscow, but Presi-
dent Kennedy has said a re-
vamped set of regulations
will be put into effect.

These liave been held up
during the ransom affair and
will not be promulgated until
that is cleaned up. But offi-
cials here say they will be
issued in due course and they
emphasize that the United
States is ‘not about to em:-
bark on- any new ‘“soft”
policy toward Castro.

Castro remains a thorn in
the American side. Castro-
ism has had a black eye in
Latin America but it is still
active and still has sirong
supporters in too many na-

_ ransomed the"
immen who have gone or will
rgo free.

the .

shechev will, qult pay ng the
bill.

Before the IIungarian rc
volt it was firmly believed in
the West {hat @#ife a Com
munist regime, With its mili
tary and police state appd
ratus had beeli” 1p power a

ile it_gould vot be over-
th own uﬁgmy, however,
showed fhat such a regime
could fall if enough of the
military ' became disenchant-
ed.’ )

“In the case &f Hungary,
Russian tanks quickly rum-
bled in from the neighboring
Soviet Union to put dewn the
revoli. They could not gel 10
Cuha the same way, however
But as of today-a lot of hus
sian troops remain in Cuba:
and Washington has suspect-
ed they were sent there, atl
least in part, to prevent in-
ternal actioun against the Cas-
tro regime.

The Bay of Pigs prisoners,

now {ree, may be {lalking
about. a new assault .on
Cuba. From every indica-

tion, ‘that sort of ihing is out.
Nor is any direct U. 8. mili-
tary action likely unless Cas-
tro starts shoating down
American reconnaissance
planes—a possibility. of
course.

So the problem of remov-
ing Casiro beeonies the prob-
iem of the anti-Cagtro under-
gromnd in Cuba, whatever its
s'tlcndth today, plus th

dercovel  resource )
United’ gtaies HThis Tatler

{PORt, TNElading possible sub-

armed

velbxon ot‘ Castros
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